
D R A F T 
TO BE ACCEPTED @ 6/18/07 MEETING

CATTARAUGUS COUNTY BICENTENNIAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE

JUNE 4, 2007
6:00 P.M.

MEETING MINUTES

COMMITTEE MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:  OTHERS:  
Crystal Abers Sarah Boehmer, Franklinville
James Boser Dianne Emmons, Lyndon
Mary Elizabeth Dunbar Bonnie Hall, Little Valley Riders & The Crosspatch
Sid Emmons, Chairman Frances Lord, Salamanca
Bruce Fredrickson Roger Lord, Salamanca
Maggie Fredrickson Dolly Little, Little Valley Riders & The Crosspatch
Terry Martin Jim Little, Little Valley Riders & The Crosspatch
Laurie McCarthy Ginger Moser, Olean
Thomas Moser Cheryl O’Keefe, County Administrator’s Office
Deb Opferbeck Jack Searles, County Administrator
Ann Padlo Nancy Sedlak, Salamanca
Bob Schaumleffel Wendy Seitz, Salamanca
Steve Teachman, Vice-Chairman
Bill Watkins
Gail Watkins

The meeting was convened at 6:02 p.m. by Chairman Emmons in the Administrative Conference Room at 
the County Building in Olean, New York.  Introductions were made by everyone in attendance.  

MEETING MINUTES:    
A motion was made by Tom Moser, seconded by Bob Schaumleffel to accept the May 21, 2007 meeting 
minutes.  Accepted unanimously by voice vote.

Advisory Committee Contact Information:  
An updated (5/21/07) list of the Bicentennial Advisory Committee members with contact information was 
distributed with changes from last meeting added.  It  was noted however that Hannah Reynolds lives in 
Salamanca and goes to Salamanca High School.  These changes will be made and an updated list will be 
distributed at the next Advisory meeting (6/18/07).

Letterhead:
The letterhead as accepted at the 5/21/07 meeting was distributed.  It has the Advisory Committee members 
listed  on  the  left-hand side.   At  the  bottom are  the  accepted  bicentennial  logo and the  general  contact 
information.

Logo:
The accepted logo is: 200 Years of Adventures – Past, Present and Future (1808 – 2008)

General Updates:
Ms. O’Keefe reported on the general updates.  

~Dress Down Day - There is a dress down day scheduled on 6/8/07 for all County employees.  The 
proceeds from this fundraiser will be donated to the bicentennial fund.  A report of the donations 
collected will be reported at the 6/18/07 meeting.
~Olean  Times  Herald  article  (6/3/07)  –  This  article  announced  the  next  Bicentennial  Advisory 
committee meeting and welcomed the public to attend.
~Salamanca Inquire article (Feb 12, 1932) – Lincoln Guest in Cattaraugus County Seat



Other Updates:
Mr. Searles reported on other updates.

~Olean Stamp Club – The Olean Stamp Club Newsletter had a section “Who Knows the History of 
Cattaraugus County?  It had several interesting facts about Cattaraugus County and its post offices.  It also 
solicited anyone that would be interested in “re-discovering, researching or re-telling” county history.

~County  Web  Page  –  The  County  has  agreed  to  have  a  link  from  the  County  web  page 
(www.cattco.org/)   Content for this is being requested.  What information is it you want on this page? 
Please bring this information and suggestions to the next meeting so the webpage can be developed.  

~Postcard CD status – Mr. Searles brought 3 copies of the first draft.   He would like committee 
members to review and report back to him.  A suggestion was given to limit the length to 15-20 minutes, 
after this timeframe the viewer’s attention is gone.  

Calendar of Each Town’s Celebration Week: - It was reported that the letter has not gone out to the Town’s 
yet; however, it is in the process of being written.

Sub-Committee Updates:  
The descriptions  of each Sub-Committee  need to be re-written as  the original  descriptions  were vague; 
however,  more  details  for  each  Sub-Committee  are  needed  now  that  there  are  specific  projects  being 
planned.  The Executive Committee will submit a draft of them to the Advisory Committee.

A - Public Relations Committee
James Boser - Recorder  
Mary Elizabeth Dunbar
Sharon Fellows
Thomas Moser
Deb Opferbeck - Chairperson
Peter Andrews 
Ginger Moser 
Paul Schafer 

Deb Opferbeck is to approve all press releases prior to their submission to the media.  Refer to the committee 
member contact information for her contact information. A letter is being reviewed by the County Attorney 
for soliciting donations from businesses within the County.  It was agreed that public relations needs to be 
stepped up to get the public aware of what is being planned. 

B - Fundraising Committee
Ann Padlo - Chairperson
Steve Teachman

This Sub-Committee is in desperate need of more members.  These members can be volunteers as well as 
Advisory  Committee  members.   Sarah  Boehmer  of  Franklinville  volunteered  to  be  on  this  committee. 
Suggestions for fundraisers were:  a) contact Bed & Breakfasts in the County for a donation raffle.  Jack 
Searles to contact  the County Attorney regarding this;   b)  golf tournament at  the Bartlett  County Club, 
Olean; c) Chinese Auction of donated baskets at the County Fair booth; d) historical tea with period clothes 
at the Bartlett Mansion located in Olean on Laurens Street.  Various businesses have been contacted for 
prices of T-shirts, sweatshirts, hoodies.

C - Events Coordination Committee
Terry Martin – Recorder Troubleshooter
Laurie McCarthy - Recorder  
Brian McClellan  
Evelyn Penman - Chairperson
Bob Schaumleffel
Ruth Baum

http://www.cattco.org/


Please make note that Terry Martin is the “Troubleshooter” for this committee and Laurie McCarthy is the 
“Recorder”.  

D - Community Involvement Committee
Crystal Abers
Bruce Fredrickson - Chairperson
Maggie Fredrickson - Chairperson
Ann Padlo
Phil Palen
Bill Watkins
Gail Watkins - Recorder
Peter Andrews 
Dennis Mahn 

Several suggestions were discussed for this community to do.  Among those suggestions were: a) articles to 
be submitted to the media requesting volunteers; contact RSVP out of the Department of Aging; reaching out 
to the historians and museums in the County; request the towns to have open houses to highlight the County 
Bicentennial and their Town’s history with the County.  Dates for each Town need to be submitted by July 
30th to the Advisory Committee. 

E – Finance Committee
Tom Moser – Chairperson
Jack Searles – Liaison

Drafts  of  the  2007-08  Budget  Request  Form  and  the  Supportive  Budget  Documentation  Form  were 
distributed. These forms are to be used to request money for the various projects that are being planned. It 
was noted that at the bottom of the Budget Request Form, “Agency Head” needs to be replaced with “Sub-
Committee Chairperson”.    These forms are to be used for monies needed for expenses in 2007 as well as for 
expenses in 2008.  These requests will help the Finance Committee create a budget.  From these requests the 
Finance Committee will be able to report to the Advisory Committee the dollar amount needed through 
fundraising and donations as well as those that would be applicable for the Tourism Funds.  Please note that 
the County Support is the last option for revenue.  Be creative when looking for financial support.

The Supportive Budget Documentation form is used for all the details of your dollar amount request.  Page 1 
of this document is a summary of the dollar request.  Page 2 requests the project narrative.  This section is to 
be completed  with the details  of  your  project;  what  the monies would be used for,  how this  project  is 
beneficial  to  the  cause  of  the  Bicentennial  Celebration.   Page  3  asks  how  the  project  will  encourage 
tourism/economic development to the county; how will your project “bring them home”.  This is important 
to be able to have access to the tourism funds.  This page also requests what funds other than County funds, 
will be used for the project and how will they be obtained.  Page 4 is the itemized list of types of expenses, 
which would be a breakdown of the total expense line.  Page 5 is for additional comments such as price 
quotes and backup materials. 

After both forms have been completed, they are to be submitted to Tom Moser or Jack Searles.  For Tom 
Moser send to 1653 Haskell Road, Olean NY 14760 and for Jack Searles send or drop off at either County 
Administrator’s Office at One Leo Moss Drive, Suite 0123, Olean NY 14760 or 303 Court Street, Little 
Valley, NY 14755.

If you need funds for your project this year (2007), these forms are due September 4, 2007.

Project Teams:  

Parade - Due to the lack of volunteers as well as the amount of work to create a “new” parade 

in the ounty, it was decided to work with the 2008 Santa laus Lane Parade ommittee.  JohnC C C  



Sayegh, Greater Olean Area hamber of ommerce, was contacted and they have agreed to partnerC C  

for this parade activity.  The ounty with its bicentennial celebration will be able to embellishC  

the already existing traditional Santa laus Lane Parade.  It was suggested that $1,000 from theC  

Bicentennial ommittee be contributed towards the fireworks to add 5 more minutes of display.C  

The S L committee would be willing to judge any categories as long as guidelines are provided.C  

The Bicentennial ommittee would also be providing prize money.  The date of the parade is Friday,C  

November 21, 2008 (day after Thanksgiving).  

Christmas Ornament – Those at the 6/4/07 meeting were interested in a hristmas ornament.  ThereC  

was a suggestion to “winterize” the logo that was adopted.  This project is being researched.  More 

details at next meeting

Veterans Events - This event is scheduled for the same day as the Pines-Machias, elebrate AmericaC  

event which is Sunday, July 27, 2008 @ 1:00pm at The Pines-Machias.  A letter has been sent to 

Senator atharine Young requesting her to be a guest speaker.  C

Traveling Exhibit  This project is being coordinated with the Economic, Development, Planning and–  

Tourism Department.  This will be a traveling trailer of some sort that would house ountyC  

tourism material as well as bicentennial material and merchandise and travel ounty events asC  

well as surrounding areas for tourism efforts.

Tours - Tours of local places of interest in attaraugus ounty will be arranged to include theC C  

ounty, Ellicottville, old churches, old homes, historical sites, historical societies, museums, etc.C  

These tours could be arranged and scheduled or self guided in nature. It was suggested that these 

tour locations be noted in the Travel Guide and the associated ounty map. Further, it wasC  

suggested that a brochure highlighting a self guided architectural tours be developed that would 

highlight locations in attaraugus ounty, allowing the public to tour at their convenience. TheC C  

idea was to involve all townships of the ounty as each township has hidden treasures andC  

different contributions to the making of attaraugus ounty.  It was reported at the 5/21/07C C  

Advisory ommittee meeting that there is walking tours planned for Portville,  Randolph andC  



Ellicottville.   Ellicottville  will  be  scheduling  a  self-guided  tour  of  historical  sites  during 

Ellicottville’s highlighted week.  It was reported at the 6/4/07 meeting that the attaraugusC  

ounty Arts ouncil will host a Routes to Arts tour at libraries May 17-18, 2008.C C

County History – This project involves 2 separate projects 1) creating a “ ounty History Book”.  ThisC  

would be spiral bound and contain county history as well as individual town history; each town 

would have 1-3 pages; At the 6/4/07 meeting it was reported that there may be a section of the 

oldest buildings throughout the ounty; 2) gather old postcards of county, town and villages to beC  

put onto a D for a fundraiser.  Jack Searles is in the process of collecting and scanningC  

postcards/pictures relating to attaraugus ounty.  If you would like to share yours, pleaseC C  

contact heryl O’Keefe.C

Old Chautauqua Trail  (1808-1814) - This trail was the main road used to travel in attaraugusC  

ounty between the years 1808-1814. It is mostly located in attaraugus ounty.  A drive, ride orC C C  

hike tour is being put together.  There is thought that a theme brochure be created and that it is 

put on the ounty website.  The Advisory ommittee would like this to be highlighted on the mapC C  

that is included in the ounty Tourism book.C

Opening Event (3/11/08)   It is confirmed that this event will take place at Holiday Valley on–  

Tuesday, March 11, 2008.  Some ideas being researched for this day are:  Legislative Board meeting 

(Ellicottville is the original ounty Seat), speakers, opening of the time capsule (it was suggestedC  

that the time capsule buried in Little  Valley could be ceremoniously opened on 3/11/08 and 

another time capsule buried at the end of the bicentennial celebration), a press release, birthday 

cake, ringing of the bell, State Plaques commemorating the establishment of attaraugus ounty.C C

Circulating Float  It was suggested that a bicentennial parade float be developed. This float would–  

travel to all of the events in the ounty and surrounding areas to promote the bicentennial asC  

well as tourism.  At the 6/4/07 Advisory ommittee meeting this project has been tabled due toC  

lack of volunteers to make it happen.



Events with Seneca Nation of Indians  The committee wants to reach out to the Seneca Nation of–  

Indians and coordinate an event/project together.  

Student Project(s) An essay/poster contest with a bicentennial theme has been suggested. Other–  

themes suggested include, but are not limited to, the role attaraugus ounty played in theC C  

Revolutionary War, War of 1812 and the ivil War.  Due to the timeframe of the school end, itC  

was decided that the schools be approached at the being of the 2007-08 school year.  It was 

suggested that the winners could be announced at the Opening Event on 3/11/08.

Equestrian Event  This group has spoken of doing an equestrian event; possibly a trail with the–  

covered wagon etc.  Several equine groups attend the 6/4/07 Advisory ommittee meeting.  TheyC  

are  organizing  trails  throughout  the  ounty  for  2008.   These  trails  would  include  theC  

participants to ride horseback or in covered wagons and camp overnight.  The public would be 

encouraged to interact with them.  

County Quilt/Speakers at the Fair/Grange Day  It was suggested that each town could add a local–  

patch to a bicentennial quilt that would be developed. The finished quilt could be displayed in the 

ounty enter in Little Valley.  As of the 6/4/07 Advisory ommittee meeting, it was reportedC C C  

that there would be wall hangings (one for the ounty enter in Little Valley and one for theC C  

ounty Building in Olean) instead of quilts.  The wall hangings would reflect more of how “quilts”C  

are put together today.  A letter has been sent to each township requesting a photo of a building 

today.  

Coordination  with  St.  Bonaventure  University  St.  Bonaventure  University  is  celebrating  their–  

sesquicentennial in 2008. It was suggested that ounty Bicentennial events be coordinated withC  

their celebration.  St. Bonaventure would host these events.  More details of this event to follow 

as they are received.

Fair  Booth  (2007  &  2008)  –  There will  be  representation of the ounty’s  Bicentennial  at  theC  

Economic Development, Planning and Tourism booth at the ounty Fair (7/29-8/4/07).  There will beC  



the usual tourism material in addition to bicentennial information and merchandise.  This will be 

an  effort  to  promote  the  ounty’s  Bicentennial  celebration.   There  is  a  sign  up  sheet  toC  

volunteer for the various days and time slots.  ontact heryl O’Keefe if you are interested.C C

Cook Book from Senior Citizens –  The Advisory ommittee has been approached with the idea of aC  

cookbook created by the senior citizens of the county.  More details to follow as they are 

received.

Upcoming Scheduled Meetings:   
June 18 – Ellicottville Town Hall
July 16 – County Center, Little Valley – Large Committee Room, 3rd floor
July 30 – County Building, Olean – Administrative Conference Room, 2nd floor

At  7:40  p.m.  Mr.  Martin  made  a  motion,  seconded  by  Mrs.  McCarthy  to  adjourn.   Motion  accepted 
unanimously by voice vote.

Respectfully submitted

Cheryl O’Keefe
Secretary to County Administrator
Telephone number:  716.373.8030 or Ext. 3202
Fax number:  716.373.8028
Email:  CLOkeefe@cattco.org

mailto:CLOkeefe@cattco.org

